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Apprendre:  Cõest un defi pour la vie. 

Enthusiasm! Engagement! Diversity! and École Munroe Junior High  
 

It has been four short months since I first set foot in École Munroe Junior High as the new vice principal. 

The learning curve has been steep, but as I reflect on my past experiences in education I realize how en-

riching each and every learning curve has been. My first experience in the classroom was at Lord Wolseley 

School teaching courses at the Grade 5 level in the French Immersion Program. Since my training had 

been at the senior years, a shift in perspective was essential for survival. By the time I left Lord Wolse-

ley for Collège Miles Macdonell Collegiate, I realized the importance of a solid foundation ð for the stu-

dents and for the teacher. As you can imagine, my former students were happy seeing me AGAIN at MMC. 

At least, that was my interpretation! I spent many years there teaching in the French Immersion and the 

International Baccalaureate Programs, but I still remember the first year: larger school, numerous staff 

members, taller students, semester system. From MMC, I was lent to the BEF (Bureau de lõ®ducation fran-

çaise, or Department of French Education) to work as a Consultant in assessment. The general focus was 

to create the Provincial Standards Test for the FI students and to support teachers in the presentation 

of the FI curriculum. After 5 years at the provincial level and one more year at MMC, I was thrilled to be 

offered my current position at École Munroe. These myriad experiences provide ample opportunity for 

reflection.  

 

When one thinks of education, the immediate image that comes to mind is the school: the physical place 

where learning happens. Education is not however the building. It is both learning about old ideas and ex-

ploring new ones. It is the ability to create new connections from the world of ideas that surrounds us. 

And so if we rely on the mathematical formula of A + B = C, we discover that in education the desire to 

learn plus the dedication to teach equals numerous spin -offs.  

 

As you read through the pages of this newsletter, you will note many examples of positive student -teacher 

connections that are a driving force behind the development of dedicated, creative thinking and enthusi-

astic students. From visual and performing arts to language experiences, from leadership activities to lit-

erary projects, from support networks to sporting endeavours, you will witness examples of teachers who, 

as leaders in their field, are passionate about the well -being of those whom they teach. You will also find 

examples of engaged students experiencing all that they can from the world of social, physical, artistic 

and intellectual ideas that surrounds them.  

 

Enjoy the following òsnapshotsó representing £cole Munroe Junior Highõs culture of education. You will 

read about educators who inspire others to dream, excel and succeed and about students who embrace 

the challenge and pleasure of learning.  

 

        Mr. Campbell  

        Vice principal/Directeur -adjoint  

 



 

 

 
 

Performing Arts is up and running again this year! Our first activity was a trip to see the Winni-

peg Symphony Orchestra in an open dress rehearsal. Students were able to hear an interesting 

assortment of music, including Gustav Holst's The Planets . We were also delighted to have the 

WSO's musical director, Alexander Mickelthwate, provide commentary and explanation of the 

pieces. We look forward to our next event!  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Students in Munroeõs Peer Tutoring Program will be visiting 2 elementary schools in the new year 

to work with grades 1 to 4 in the French reading program.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Félicitations aux élèves qui sont allés à Cinémentale le 23 octobre. Leur comportement était for-

midable! Les 7e, 8e, 9e et les ®l¯ves en 9e fran­ais de base ont tout fait parti de lõexcursion. 

Congratulations to the grade 7, 8, 9 French Immersion students and the grade 9 Basic French 

students who all went to the French film «  La rivière aux castors  » October 23rd. They repre-

sented Munroe very well and it was our pleasure to accompany them.  

I would also like to mention how wonderful it was to go with the grade 9 French Immersion stu-

dents to the restaurant òChez Coraó at the Centre Cultural Franco-manitobain. We enjoyed a 

fabulous French dining experience which really helped prepare our students for our trip to Que-

bec in May. 

 

 

Our trip has been finalized and the official date is May 20 -26 th.  We are so excited and canõt 

wait for May to arrive!  We have 60 students going and still have 2 spots open. If anyone in 

French Immersion or Basic French is interested in joining us please inform Mme Lepine as soon 

as possible. 

Our Momõs Pantry fundraiser has ended and we are now preparing for our next  fundraiser. 

 

                       Noël  
Our French Immersion students will take part in an afternoon of craft activities Thursday,    

December 18 th  to celebrate winter season. This will include making a gingerbread house and 

other winter related crafts.  
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School Leadership  

Leadership is a group of grade nine students who meet at least once a week, to help organize special 

events and discuss important issues of the school. Leadership students are in charge of school dances, 

pizza lunches and they also organize activities like the teacher pep rally, to celebrate World Teacherõs 

Day on October 5. At the beginning of the year, the Leadership students took a day trip to Harborview 

to discuss what leadership was about and to brainstorm cool things to do in the upcoming year. Not only 

were we very productive but we also had a lot of fun playing games and just hanging out. While we were 

there, we separated ourselves into four different focus groups: UNESCO, the social committee, food, 

and sports.  

UNESCO is a globally wide organization that stands for United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul-

tural Organization. Just recently Munroe has become a UNESCO school, so we, the Leadership stu-

dents, decided that we needed some people to organize different events that fall under the ôUNESCOõ. 

We are planning to have disabilities awareness activities soon and to also have a ôStand up to Bullying 

Campaignõ. 

The Social Committee organizes activities like dances and the upcoming Spirit Week. We have already 

had our Halloween dance, which was a real hit. At this event, we had a dance contest for each grade and 

it was really fun to watch some of the teachers dance as well. We expect to have another dance close 

to Christmas and we are really looking forward to it. The Social Committee also did a can drive at the 

dance for Winnipeg Harvest because around that time they had completely run out of food and we ex-

pect to do another at the Christmas dance as well.  

Our Food Committee deals our weekly pizza lunch, which we hold on Monday. We charge $1.50 a slice 

and the money we earn helps the school pay for things that benefit the students. This group also helps 

run our school store, which is open at lunchtime and sells a variety of healthy foods from fruit bars to 

milk cartons.  

The Sport Group deals mostly with organizing school tournaments like the soccer tournament that is 

going on now. We will have, later on in the year, more tournaments like floor hockey and basketball and 

the Sports Group also refs and score keeps at home games.  

Everyone in leadership feels really passionate about school issues and we want to make sure that this 

year will be really great, with fun activities like school dances and sport tournaments!  

Becca Brunner (Student Leader)  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Munroe Library will be hosting a Scholastic Book Fair on Wednesday, December 10th from 8:30 a.m. ñ

3:45 p.m., Thursday, December 11th (8:30 a.m. ñ8:00 p.m.)  

Please come to the front foyer where we will be set up for the Fair.  

 

P. La Fleur/E. Chabbert  
 

 

 
 

Book Club is a group that meets in the library to discuss books that we read once a month.We are an 

open group of students in Grade 7, 8 and 9, and members can still join.  Our group just finished   

Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli and Uglies by Scott Westerfield.  Both novels explore the magnificance of 

nonconformity and being comfortable with who you are in this world.  Our next novel is a classic, Kid-

napped by Robert Louis Stephenson.  This year we are hoping to visit the Millenium Library and per-

haps other libraries in the division to help younger students with their reading.  Many of the Book 

Club students have expressed interest in Peer Tutoring, so we would like to give them the chance to 

help others.  This is a very energetic and interesting group of students who inspire in each other the 

love of reading. If you have any questions or comments please email me at plafleur@retsd.mb.ca . 

 

Mme. La Fleur and Mme. Pastrick  
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The Munroe Band Program is off to a strong start this year. Our grade 7 French Immersion stu-

dents  made their instrumental debuts at the FI celebration in October, and they sounded amaz-

ing! As well, our grade 9 students performed at Munroe's Remembrance Day assembly - job well 

done! A big thank you goes out to Ryan Murphy and Jeff Gregg who played the Last Post and Reville 

and did an excellent job.  

  

Grade 7 Band Parents - please note that band shirts have been ordered and should be arriving by the 

end of November. The cost is $23 to buy or $10 to rent for the year. Please send the payment to 

school with your student as soon as possible.  

  

Important Dates Ahead:  

December 1st, 7:30 pm - Munroe Band Parents Association meeting (in the library)  

December 4th, 7:00pm - Winter Concert (all band students must attend)  

mailto:plafleur@retsd.mb.ca


Munroe Art Students have been busy understanding art techniques, working on drawings in their sketchbooks, 

looking at art from the past, and trying to make their work very creative!!!  

There are some exceptional pieces of art hanging in the frames, created by some exceptional Munroe artists:  

  

Grade 7:    

OBJECT STUDIES:    

Karlee Moist   Schae Stewart   Liang Sun  Daniel Faria   David Kalmakoff   Brooke Whitehead    

Robin Thiessen  Katie Moist    Kayla Kalupar  Rachel Chem  Ruth Tesfaye   Kara Sawchuk  Chance Safraniuk  

Julia Bascuk   Dillon Schoubye   Ben Forbes-Idman   Alex Zenchuk    Joshua McArthur   Shaelynn Saunders    

Adam Parker   Christopher Le  

LEAVES: 

Kara Sawchuk, Robin Thiessen, Jordan Driedger, Ruth Tesfaye    

          

Grade 8:    

NAME COLLAGE: 

Jaynee Anne Cuevas and all the other grade 8 students have their name collages  in  the library display case  

  

Grade 9:     

NAME DRAWINGS:  

Giezi Arevalo   Adara Patterson   Cole Rowan  Michelle Napper   Matt Lavallee   Eddie Wiezbinski   Tyler Ro-

dych   Rhiannnon Campbell-Stovell   Abigail Garrett   Serena Bittner   Angellica Peterson   Chelsea Loewen   

Miranda Kudajczyk   Rachel Dueck  Venetia Scott   Vicki La   Chelsea Guindon  Tamara Peeters   Jared Pache        

Tanisha Roman  Brooke McDermid   Brooke Cottyn  

FIGURE DRAWING:  

Michelle Napper, Yvonne Datzkiw, Shannon Drewitt, Abigail Garrett, Adara Patterson  

   

A huge thank you must be extended to Adara Patterson, Katelyn, and Kyle Gaudet who all helped with the first 

stage of painting   the Stingers mural in the gym.   Two art club members, Emma Gehrs -Whyte and Hope Odway will 

continuing the painting and helping me finish it - thank you to all.  

  

All grades recently had a chance to compete in the River East Transcona School Division Holiday Art Contest.   

Thank you to all the students  who entered their  work, and also to  Vicki La  who was the grade 9 finalist for the 

school.  

We are very proud to recognize Emma Gehrs -Whyte in grade 8 for winning in the grade 7 and 8 category for the 

entire school division!   Emma's card will be one of nine to be sent out through the division and it will be returned 

professionally framed to her.   Congratulations, Emma! 

  

Wondering what to give for Christmas?   Maybe your son or daughter still needs an art kit!  

They are only $31 dollars, and they include a hard -cover sketchbbook, drawing pencils, pens, paints and 

more!  Without paints, the kit is $25.    

All groups - grade 7,8 and 9 will be working with colour in term 2, so make sure you have good quality pencil cray-

ons, and other colour materials if you like!   Grade 7s have started painting, and grade 8s will be soon, so please 

come prepared so you can have the best art experiences!  

Art students should make sure that they put art supplies on their lists so that they are super -prepared for the 

now, and for the new year!!!  
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7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens  

Munroe Junior High is now the home of Winnipegõs only licensed facilitator of the 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens, a 

program is based on the book of the same name by author Sean Covey.  It is a novel written in teen friendly language 

which is aimed at providing teenagers with the tools necessary to make effective decisions in their daily lives.   

This program will be directly instructed to all grade 9 classes at Munroe beginning in January of 2009, and will be extend 

across the whole school by activities and awareness methods which will be made by the leadership group.  

At The Parent Advisory Council meeting on December 1 st  2008 at 6:30 PM, The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens pro-

gram will be launched with a sample session for parents and students.  This sample session will provide an overview of the 

7 Habits as well as an activity from the program, and will be facilitated by the Munroe Guidance counsellor Angie Ci-

eszecki, the school social worker Gail Bryant, and School social work student Ashley deVries.  

Girlz Jam  

This conference was sponsored by the YWCA, the Big Brothers and Sisters and the Boys and Girls Club of Winnipeg.  

Nine of our students attended the Girlz Jam conference with about a hundred students from the division.  It was an in-

credible day with a variety of sessions on Body Image, Self Defense, Teen Dating Violence and Healthy Relationships, 

dream interpretation.  Students were inspired and motivated to be all that they could be.  

School Wide Student Surveys  

All Munroe Junior High Students completed a confidential survey that asked them to identify who they go to when they 

have a problem, and if the internet has ever been a vehicle for bullying.  We asked students to select five concerns from 

a list of issues that teenagers may think  or worry about.  The survey is designed to help us collect information that will 

be useful for addressing the social emotional factors that could prevent students from learning.   

The school social work team of Gail Bryant and student social worker Ashley deVries and myself, Angie Cieszecki, school 

counselor; will share the data with students, staff and parents.  Through the survey results we will ensure that as a 

school we recognize and address students needs in our building.   

We invite you to hear about the results at an upcoming Parent Advisory Council meeting, in our next newsletter or on our 

website.  The survey results will be incorporated into our school wide social skills groups or invited guest speakers will 

offer sessions on issues identified by students in the survey.  

Positive School Wide Behavior  

Munroe Junior High students are working hard to make our school a positive place to be.  Students are following the stu-

dent generated Respect Agreement and receiving Stingers Club Cards that recognize respectful behavior.  You may have 

had a phone call from a member of our staff that acknowledges a noteworthy behavior. When students get a green sting-

ers club card from a teacher their name is put on a large bingo like board in the front foyer.  If there row is complete 

the win time away from class in our stingers theatre with popcorn drinks and an appropriate movie of their choice.     

Congratulations to the following students who enjoyed our first screening this year: Tamara Peters, Ken Kolado,  Jamie 

Beardy, Peter Warren, Wilfred Bourassa, Zane Lavallee, Madison Stengal, Therisita Despaz, Julius Sobers, Trevor 

Lõheureaux, All our Stingers have a chance to win  ð they just need to get òcaughtó following the Respect Agreement and 

they will receive a card from staff member who notices their good intentions, and they too could spend time in the 

Stingerõs Theatre enjoying a movie and snacks!! 

Take Your Kid to Work Day  

On Wednesday, November 5 th , 2008 the Grade Nine 

Students at our school took part in òThe National 
Take Our Kids to Workó day.  On this day students 

spent time in the work world outside of the classroom 

in a huge variety of settings.  Some of the work places 

our students attended were Premier Printing, EPT 

Manufacturing, Boeing Canada, Great West Life, Win-

nipeg Transit, and the Seven Oaks Hospital X -Ray de-

partment to name a few.  Thanks to parents and the 

families who opened up their workplaces and welcomed our students in.  The day reinforced to the students the impor-

tance of developing skills in school that are necessary for life outside in the workplace.  
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Coached by Ms. Bobinski, the Grade 7 Girls  volleyball team continues to have a most excellent sea-

son!  Each player has showed growth both on and off the court.   Awesome work girls! Players are:   Ra-

chel Chem, Shelby Samson, Brookelynn Waite, Mileena Harper, Schae Stewart, Shaelynn Saunders, 

Jordan Driedger, Gale Franklin, Czerri Belen, Ginger Adams, Ozana Martin, Helen Trinn, Ruth Tesfaye, 

Akayla Fiwchuk, Kayla Kalupac, Jasmine Bhullar, Sarah Ivey, Jensen Maxwell  

 

This year was an encouraging, learning experience for the Grade 7 Boys volleyball team.   At the begin-

ning of the year the Grade 7  boys started out learning basic skills such as bumping, volleying, and serv-

ing, and kept improving tournament by tournament to the point where they could compete with  any 

team. We struggled to find our first win in the first three tournaments coming close with several 24 -

25 losses, but their skill came through in their final tournament where the won two sets out of three 

games.  Keep an eye out for these upcoming volleyball stars:   Joey Hondz, Zach Myer, Levi Brunner, Zo-

oliang Sun, Devyn Brooks, Theo Garic, Dustin Francis, Dan McMullin, Carter Happy, Tyler Boucher, Ty-

ler Luner, Joshua Hoffmann, Matthew Sawatsky, Chase Raabe, Chad Gonsalves, Bennett Ulrich,  and 

Austin Evanchow. Coaches are Ms. Boutroucas, Ms. Hemphill, Mr. Koslowsky  

 

The Grade 8 Boys volleyball team have had an interesting year, with many weird things going on. The 

boys showed up at the wrong school for one tournament, and at another occasion, had to play against a 

grade 9 team! Despite their mishaps, the boys worked hard and had a successful season. Players, Mi-

chael Melnyk, Evan Knight, Ezekel Stewart, Mikal Sokolowski, Cody Howell, Brenden Gladu, Kyle Houlind 

and Kenny Kolada would like to thank Mr. Jones, for filling in as coach after Mr. Ridgen moved out of 

the city for a new teaching position. Way to go boys!  

 

Coached by Mrs. Baker and Ms. Jansen, the Grade 8 Girls volleyball team has had a dynamic season. 

The players, Kayla Doucette, Maddie Peterson -Silvinski, Fataba Mboma, Nicole Brunette, Paulette 

Harder, Melissa McFadzean, Theresita Depaz, Breigh Butchart, Melissa LeFloch, Lisa McFadzean, April 

Algar, and Natasha McKinstry, and the coaches, Ms. Janzen and Mrs. Baker, all worked together to 

make this volleyball season both fun and productive. The season's highlight was definitely the last 

league game: the girls were at their absolute best and had a great time on the court. Congratulations, 

girls, for all your hard work and for demonstrating that you know what it means to be a team.  

 

Coached by Mme Ambrose, the Grade 9 Girls volleyball team had a fun and exciting season. The girls 

worked hard and improved their individual and team skills.  The highlight of the the season was moving 

on to the playoffs. The players on the team are: Stephanie Adams, Kiran Bhullar, Martina Ceppettelli, 

Yvonne Datzkiw, Stephanie Hupé, Kelsie Ivey, Kylie Jeannotte, Alex Moreau, Destiny Odway, Cassie 

Piché and Ashtyn Walker. Bravo les filles!  

 
Coached by Mr. Bargen, the Grade 9 Boys volleyball team had a great time competing this year.  The 

players on the team are: Michael Walker, Conner Bruneau, Ryan Murphy, Jeff Gregg, Chris Hondz, Tho-

mas Warkentin, Donovan Carriere, Blake Gonsalves, Josh Myers and Daniel Yurkiw. Good Work Boys!  
  




